“Shaped For Service”

Ephesians 2: 1-10 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of
us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.
4 But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches
of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not
by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Isaiah 64: 5-8 5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who
remember your ways. But when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How
then can we be saved? 6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins
sweep us away. 7 No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us and have given us over to our sins. 8 Yet you, Lord, are our
Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.

NLT S You welcome those who gladly do good, who follow godly ways. But
you have been very angry with us, for we are not godly. We are constant sinners; how
can people like us be saved? 6 We are all infected and impure with sin. When we
display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we
wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind. 7 Yet no one calls on Your
name or pleads with you for mercy. Therefore, you have turned away from us and
turned us over to our sins. 8 and yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, and
you are the potter. We all are formed by Your hand.

John 15: 16-17 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and
produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my
name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.

Jeremiah 18: 1-6 1 The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, 2”Go
down to the potter’s shop, and I will speak to you there.” 3 So I did as He told me and
found the potter working at his wheel. 4 But the jar he was making did not run out as he
had hoped, so he crushed it into a lump of clay again and started over.

5 then the Lord gave me this message: 6 “O Israel, (O Doster Community
Church) can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand.

[T have used this illustration before but couldn’t resist because is so appropriate]




In every child’s past it seems, there is at least one work of art made of clay. It
seems that every art teacher at some point during the year, somewhere before Middle
School, has had their kids make something out of clay that can be used around the house
by their parents. I chose to make a clay pot by taking long snake-like strings of clay that
I had rolled out and then stacked them on top of one another making smaller and bigger
circles to make a pot. I remember creating it, painting it a color called “tiger eye” and
then putting it in the kiln to have it baked. Mine, of course, didn’t turn out the color that
I thought it would and it was kind of crooked but my Mom treasured it and used it for
- one purpose or another for as long as I can remember. It might still be in the house
somewhere. [NOTE 1]

Think back to your grade school days. Do you remember your clay project. Let’s
see hands. Now most of these projects don’t result in any fantastic art creations, but they
are creations made out of love and must be seen through the artist’s eyes.

In Isaiah 64:8 it reads, “O Lord, You are our Father. We are the clay, You are the
potter; we are the work of Your hands.” We are God’s creations. He is our Creator. In
the gospel of John chapter 1, it tells us that in the beginning Jesus was with God. He is
identified as the Word. Verse 3 reads, “Through Him all things were made ...” Thena
little later in the same chapter of the gospel of John, verse 14 reads, “The Word became
flesh and made His dwelling among us.” Jesus Christ, when He died for us opened up
the possibility for each of us to have a personal relationship with our creator. In fact we
are identified as children of God. John Chapter 1 and verse 12 reads, “Yet to all who
received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children
of God.” If we are God’s children then we are co-heirs with Christ. Isn’t that amazing?
What an amazing gift! We have the right to call ourselves sons and daughters of God,
His children!

Psalm 139 verse 13 reads, “For you created my inmost being; You knit me
together in my mother’s womb.” God is the one who shapes us, who creates us just like
dis from a ball of clay into some gift for their parents. [Note2]

God is the potter. Listen to the prophet Jeremiah in chapter 18 and verses 1-6: 1
This 1s the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Go down to the potter’s house
and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I
saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred
in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 5
Then the Word of the Lord came to me: 6 “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as
this potter does?” declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in
my hand, O house of Israel.

So like clay in the hand of the potter so are we ... in the hand of God. Now we
have to be careful to understand that every analogy or metaphor breaks down at some
point. We are not robots or exactly like clay. We are similar in that, in God’s hands we
are molded and transformed. God could force us into any mold He chooses, but the God
we serve chooses not to do any forcing a vast majority of the time. God works like a
potter in our lives shaping and molding us to His will. But some of us choose to go our




own way and God allows us to reject His shaping hand. If we are open to His working
with us, however, we will be more easily molded to the shape He wants for us. But God
gives us the choice whether to be open or not, whether to accept His shaping or not. If
we resist His working in our lives, He may choose, from time to time to take drastic
measures, just like the potter does in in Jeremiah chapter 18 to break us so that He can
reshape us. How much re-forming God has to do in our lives has a lot to do with our
attitude and character.

I coached Rocket Football for several years. Every child was different. Some
were easier to coach than others. Some thought they knew better and usually paid the
price for trying to do things their own way. Some kids I could trust to be leaders and
work hard while my back was turned but others I knew would immediately take a break
when I turned my back. So the young athlete’s attitude and character determined how
much football I could teach them. [Note 3]

If you choose to think you know more than God, you are like the clay trying to
tell the potter what to do. The clay has no intellect and compared to God we know
nothing as well. Yes, we are created in His image, but our finite minds cannot even
begin to grasp God’s eternal and infinite perspective. God can and will work all things
for good if you choose to love Him above all things and love your neighbor as yourself.
And from the eternal perspective, I suppose even that choice is enabled by God.

But do we really trust God? Most of us acknowledge God as the Creator of all,
but somehow we still find it difficult to trust Him when we don’t understand. “When
God Doesn’t Make Sense,” is the title of a book by James Dobsen that has sold by the
million. Why? Because people want to know what to do when they don’t understand
what God is doing. It basically comes down to trusting God regardless of the
circumstances and not expecting too much perfection in this life. Sometimes we simply
have to have faith in God’s promises and trust that even if we can’t see it, even if we
can’t understand it, God can and will bring good out of it; whatever “it” is. [NOTE 4]

It tells us in our Scripture text from Paul to the church at Ephesus chapter two and
verse 10 “...for we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God gives each one of us gifts for
service. Do you know what your gifts are? Are you using your gifts, your time, talent,
for service? Like a kid cutting, rasping, sanding, drilling, and painting a Pinewood
Derby Car to make it go fast and look cool, so we are shaped by God for service.

We are the clay. But unlike clay and wood, we are made in His image. Will we
choose to be malleable or shapable? In other words, will we choose to let God work
with us? Are you easy to work with? Or do you fight God at every turn and every
change? Psalm 139 tells us that we are fearfully and wonderfully made.

Until just a couple weeks ago we had snow on the ground. Isn’t it amazing that
each and every snowflake is unique? No two snowflakes are the same. Each of us is
unique, special and uniquely gifted for service in God’s Kingdom. God chooses to use
us. That, I think, is the most amazing part of this whole thing. That God creates us, He
knows our every thought, He knows every failing we have, He knows every time that




we have given in to temptation, He know all our foibles, problems, insecurities,
weaknesses and sins yet He STILL LOVES US unconditionally and chooses to use US
as VESSELS to carry His Word to the world. It is too much for my feeble little mind to
get around. I is almost too fantastic to believe. [NOTE 5]

We are uniquely fashioned by God for service. You and I are created to glorify
God. That’s our purpose. We are supposed to display God in such a way that people are
pointed to His awesomeness. Even in the every day stuff, your goal should be to make
God look good. We do that when we show by our thoughts, words, and deeds that we
love God above all and our neighbor as ourself. We make God look good when we do
the good works that Ephesians 2:10 says we are created for. Good works do not save us
however, they are just a response of gratitude to God for the grace He has shown to us.
Verses 8 & 9 make it abundantly clear that 1t is all God. “ 8 For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not
By works, so that no one can boast.” When we start to grasp what God has done for us,
how can we NOT, out of gratitude in our hearts, WANT to do good works? Jesus told
the disciples, as recorded in the gospel of Matthew chapter 5 and verse 16 “Let your
light shine before men that they may see Your good works and praise your Father who
is in heaven.” So it is obvious that Jesus wants us to use the gifts and talents that He has
given us to shine the light. It is necessary to let Christ’s light shine through us. A little
later in the gospel of Matthew, in chapter 7, we read, “By their fruits you shall recognize
them.” And James tells us in chapter 2 that “faith without deeds is useless.” So it isn’t
enough to say, I believe in God, I try to live His way but I can be a Christian without
going to church or serving my fellow man. That is nothing but a bunch of baloney. If
you are trying to live the way God wants you to live, then you will be shining your light,
producing fruit, and “going into all the world to make disciples of all nations.” Just like
GM, Ford or Chrysler companies create cars to be transportation for you and me, You
and I were created to serve God and others. Are we doing it? Are we spending time in
the Word and in prayer regularly so God can speak to us and show us how we can serve
Him. There is an old saying that goes, “Sow an act, reap a habit; sow a habit and reap a
character; sow a character and reap a destiny.” What kind of destiny is your character
producing?

And since everyone of us has different gifts in different quantities as we read in
some of the verses dealing with spiritual gifts, we know that we will all serve in
different ways. We need to be willing to serve God where He puts us. Too many of us,
too much of the time, allow satan to deceive us into saying things like: “When such and
so happens then I will really serve God,” or “After I am done with such and such, then I
will really be able to serve God.” [NOTE 6] Serve Him NOW in whatever way you
can. Spend time daily in the Word to discern different ways God can use you. Spend
time daily in prayer talking to God about what it is He wants you to do for HIM. Look
for where God is working and JOIN HIM!!!

If God has given you gifts with computers you could help design things with Pro
Presenter to make the visual part of our worship better or help us improve our website.




If God has given you gifts in sports, hand-eye coordination, then serve God by training
as well as you can and then do your best, show good sportsmanship, be a team player
and encourage others. If you have music gifts talk to me about letting you use those gifts
in worship, or in some other way to serve others. If you have gifts in hospitality then
invite people to your home for fellowship. If your gifts are in listening then use that to
help people who are struggling. God is always looking for people who are willing to be
teachers, mentors, willing to practice hospitality, show compassion and kindness. If you
have gifts and they are not being used to the fullest then give us leaders a proverbial
kick in the pants so that we make better use of your talents. If you have musical, drama,
or speaking gifts and would like to use them for the worship of God, let me know.
Ephesians chapter and versel0: For we are God’s workmanship/handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. God
already knows what He wants to do. [NOTE 7]

We are the clay in God’s hands, to be molded and formed so that we are ready for
serving Him through the specific things He has prepared for us. Where are you in this
process? Is God still shaping you, working out the rough spots in your life? Are you
already molded? Have you sought God’s direction for how to serve Him? Are you
serving? The theme for this passage and yes for our lives according to Ephesians
chapter 2 is /was and should be “Shaped for Service.” Let the Lord shape you by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Let the Lord conform you, transform you, and shape you into
the perfect shape for serving God and your brothers and sisters in Christ. Let’s pray ...
AMEN
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“Sermon Notes for “Shaped For Service” message on
Ephesians 2:1-10 and Isaiah 64:1-8
given April 27, 2014 at Voice of Hope Church, 2016,
Doster Feb. 2, 2020 and November 30, 2025
We are the clay. We are the work of His hands. In John chapter 1 it is revealed
that Jesus is the creator of the world. We are God’s children. John 1: 1-3, 12-
14 and Psalm 139:13
God 1s the potter. Jeremiah 18: 1-6. Potter and the clay not a perfect analogy
in that Clay has no “will” of it’s own. God could force us into any mold He
chooses, but chooses not too. We can choose what we will, but we cannot
choose the consequences of our actions.
If you choose to believe you know better than God, you are like the clay trying
to tell the potter what to do. We are created in His image but we are finite
beings.
We are God’s workmanship created in Christ to do good works. We are
uniquely fashioned by God for service. Good works do NOT save us.
“It 1s by Grace you have been saved, through faith.” Matthew 5:16, James
chapter 2. Without God’s forgiveness and unconditional love, no hope exists.
We need to serve now. God rarely calls the qualified ....more often than not
He qualifies the called. “Sow an act, reap a habit, sow a habit, reap a character;
sow a character, reap a destiny.” What kind of destiny is your character
reaping.
Use your gifts to join the team and make a difference in people’s lives by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do.” Join God in the work of loving, forgiving, reaching out and serving.




