“l am the Way, the Truth, and the Life”

“Jesus Christ: Our Guide”

John 14: 1-11

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust alsoin me. 2 In
my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. |
am going there to prepare a place foryou. 3 And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where |
am. 4 You know the way to the place where | am going.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “l am the way, and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me,
you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have
seen him.” (END)

[{8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

9 Jesus answered, “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Don’t you believe that | am in the
Father, and that the Fatheris in me? The words | say to you are not just my
own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing His work. 11 Believe me
when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or at least b elieve
on the evidence of the miracles themselves.}] (NIV)

Isaiah 2: 3,5 “People from many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of Jacobs God. There He will
teach us His ways, and we will walk in His paths.” For the Lord’s teaching will
go our from Zion; His word will go out from Jerusalem. 5 Come, descendants
of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Have you even been invited to a friend’s place and were given directions
something like this: Take the first right and then the second left by the Arby’s,
go over the one lane bridge and past a church, then take the third right and the
road you want is the fourth on the left, you can’t miss it...wanna bet? | think
we’ve all gotten bad directions at least once i lives. But what if that friend had
said, “come follow me, I’'ll take you there.” In that case the person is the way
and you can’t miss. Your friend knows where he/she lives, you can’t miss then.
This is what Jesus does for us. He doesn’t just give advice or directions. He




takes us by the hand and leads us, strengthens us, and guides us every day.
Jesus doesn’tjust tell us the way, He IS THE WAY! [NOTE 1]

John 14’s message to us in a nutshellis, “Do not be troubled, for Jesus is
the way the truth and the life.” The first thing Jesus says in John 14 is, “Do not
let your hearts be troubled.” He says this because he senses the confusion
and fear in the minds of His disciples. They are confused about Jesus’ coming
departure, they don’t know where He is going, and according to their
understanding, for Jesus to die, means the end of everything. They had just
been told that one of them would betray Him and Peter himself, the staunches
of them all, was told he would fail Jesus also. To say the least, a struggle lay
before them. Jesus knew that his death would cause them to despair. So he
not only encourages them through his words but also show them the way. He
says, “Come follow me, and I’ll take you there. A man named J.A. Hadfield
said, If fear were abolished from modern life, the work of the psychotherapist
would be nearly gone.” It was not without cause that the Master of the should,
so often reiterate, “Fear not, ...Be not afraid... Be not anxious ...let not your
hearts be troubled. [NOTE 2] Jesus says to us, in our world so full of troubled,
alarmed, desperate people with disquieting at the least and disastrous at
worst, futures ahead of us, don’t worry. To people who’s friends have hurt
them or failed them, He says do not let your heart be troubled. Why!! Because
Jesus is the way the truth, and the life. We can trust Him. Jesus doesn’t just
give us some intellectual words, he gives us a concrete reason to not worry.
Jesus has taught us by example that God comes through. He truly believed
that God means what He says and is wholly dependable, and so HE went
forward upon that assumption, and god saw Him through. Jesus showed us
that we can go forward without fear, without being troubled and anxious,
because God will see us through. Jesus assured His disciples that each one of
them whether called to lay down His life for Him, or not, would be able sooner
or later to follow Him where he was going; for one of the main reasons for His
departure was to make ready a place for them. [NOTE 3]

Jesus went to prepare a place for them and for us, so that we may
permanently abide with God and enjoy Him forever. This thought should
banish all feelings of distress and anxious fears from our hearts, and enable
us to renew our faith both in God and in Jesus Christ. It is through faith that we
are able to face life without fear. Chrit did not ascend to heaven privately for
Himself, to dwell there alone, but rather that it might be the common
inheritance of all the Godly. Jesus was a forerunner. He went first to make it




safe for others to follow. He blazed the trail to heaven and to God, that we
might follow. He showed us the way, and prepared a place for us. When an
honored and loved guest is coming to stay with us, maybe a relative, or a close
friend, preparations are made which are designed to meet his/her tastes and
likes. Books and/or magazines that appeal to the visiting one’s tastes are aid
where they can be easily found, and favorite flowers or the like are set out.
One of the things | really liked when | went home before my parents were in
their 80’s was that my Mom would always have the last issue of the Packer
Report and various other books and magazines from the library that she thinks
might interest me on the table in the family room. It made me feel kind of
special. It let me know that she was thinking of me. If we as humans do that
here on Earth, how much more will it be in heaven. Jesus said, “l go to prepare
a place for you.” Keith Green on one of his tapes wrote a song about this. |
don’t know that it is very accurate theologically, but it is still a nice thought to
ponder. He says, “If it took God six days to create this world, and he’s been
working on heaven for two thousand years, man this is like living in a garbage
can compared to what’s going up there.” [NOTE 4]

The Bible doesn’t say much about heaven. All we know for sure is that it
is where Jesus is. That’s enough for me. Jesus says in verse 3, “l willcome
back and take you to be with me.” Do we need to know anything more. Jesus
says, “Don’t be afraid, men may shut their doors upon you, but in heaven you
will never be shut out.” What assurance! John Watson, a preacher, now
deceased, said that when one of his flock was dying and seemed gone, he
would kneel down and whisper into quickly dulling ears, “In my father’s house
are many mansions. And with that, the soul, three quarters of the way through
the river turned and came back to listen and waited for the words of invitation
and welcome, “l go to prepare a place for you and if | go to prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you unto myself, that where | am, there you
may be also.” And with that, the soul was gone, entirely unafraid. If we can
believe/trust that we are never alone, and that we are never asked to manage
somehow for ourselves, that Christ is just a prayer away we can avoid a lot of
stress. We need to remember that whenever we forget about Him, He comes
looking for us, Jesus finds ways to steady us and bring us through with honor.
There comes a time when we have to believe where we cannot prove and
accept where we cannot understand. |, in our darkest hours, we believe that
somehow there is a purpose in life and that, that purpose is love, even the




unbearable becomes bearable, and even in darkness there is a glimmer of
light. [NOTE 5]

And if that is not enough, we are given more assurance in verse six.
Jesus says, “l am the Way, the truth and the life.” Jesus is our guide! As | said
earlier, He doesn’t just point the way, He is the Way! The way to God lies in the
knowledge of the truth about Jeus and in the experience of His life. Jesus is
therefore the way, because He is the embodiment of the truth about God and
His relationship with humanity; and by reason of this, Jesus is the life, thatis
inherent in His own words and actions, the very life of God Himself, its
available for all. No other can lead people to God as Father in the way that
Jesus can. There may be another way to God but the only way we can be sure
of is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. | am, the way to God, says Christ,
the way that leads you to the life through which you can attain to know God
better and better. But you must walk it for yourself. The farther one travels on
the way, the more sure you will become, that God’s hearts is a Father’s heart.
In all Jesus said, did, and was, he was the express image of God’s very person.
Jesus is the Word that conveys to us God’s very thought, mind, and heart.
Jesus said that His words and actions were from God. In His words God was
speaking to humanity, in His deeds God’s power flowed through Him to
humanity. He was the channel by which God came to us. Obviously the way to
know God is not merely to assemble correct thoughts and notions of Him in
our mind, but to live with Him, to have firsthand experience of Him, to let what
we have been told about Him have its chance to do for us and in us, what it
can. [NOTE 6]

If one latches on to Christ and lives with Him at the center of his/her life,
he/she will believe or trust no longer by pure faith, but by basing their
judgement upon solid facts in their own life which cannot be explained away.

Jesus said He was the truth. A person’s character doesn’t really affect
his/her teaching of geometry, astronomy, or latin verbs. At the very least, not
directly. But, if a person proposes to teach moral truth, his/her character
makes all the difference in the world. Moral truth cannot be conveyed solely in
words, it must be conveyed by example. Can you imagine a prostitute
teaching the necessity of purity or Muhammed Ali teaching a class on
humility. It just would not work. Many can say, “l taught the truth”, but only
Jesus can say, “l am the Truth.” No teacher has embodied the truth which he
taught except Jesus. The thing that is so unique about Jesus is that the
statement of moral perfection not only finds its peak in Christ; it is the fact




that moral perfection finds its realization in Him. The truth is the goal of all
thought and effort. All who determine to do His will, will know the truth. Jesus
is the truth!

Jesus also said He was the life. It is through Christ that people can attain
that communion and closeness of fellowship with God. Jesus is the ultimate
source of eternal life, He passed through death to eternal life. Jesus gives new
and true life to those who by faith feed on his life-giving bread. He declares
that the vision of God is granted to those who have had the revelation of the
Father in the life of the incarnate Son. We can believe this by the nature of the
teaching, or by the self-evident quality of His works. Jesus Christ is the way,
the truth, and the life. [NOTE 7]

We can trust in Him. The end of verse one reads, “Trust in God; trust
also in Me.” The RSV reads, “believe in God; believe also in me.” To the Greeks
the word that John uses automatically meant to the people of the time: to rely
on, to trust, to believe, and it also had the idea of faith, and faithfulness. If one
said the word that is translated to believe to someone of that culture they
would understand the rest. In our society there is a big difference between the
words believe, trust and faith. If someone says they believe something it
doesn’t necessarily mean that they have faith in it, or trust it. One can say that
Satan believes in Jesus Christ, but you can’t say Satan has faith or trustin
Christ. So when the Bible says that to those who believe, we can bet that it
means more than just intellectual agreement that something is so. We need
to trust and have faith in Jesus Christ. Both trust and faith are verbs. They
mean action. We need to exercise our faith, and believe and trust God, and
also in Christ. Jesus know the path is steep, rocky, and narrow, but he also
guarantees us that we will experience a joyful welcome home in the end. As
Christians there are no guarantees that life will be all Roses. In fact we can
expect trials. We can expect ups and downs just as Jesus did. We can expect
not to have a fairy tale life filled with trials and tribulations. But, we also know
that in the end we will be victorious as Jesus Christ was victorious. He has
prepared a place for us, we will be with Him someday. Do not let your hearts
be troubled, for Jesus is the Way, He is the Truth and He is the Life; we can
trustin Him. Let Him be your guide! Praise the Lord! AMEN




Sermon Notes for Jesus Christ: Our Guide based on John 14:3-6

Given on December 21, 2025 the 4™ Week of Advent in Doster Church

I Jesus doesn’tjust tell us to follow and let us figure it out on our own.
He is our guide. He leads the way! He IS the Way!

I. “Do not let your hearts be troubled!” Trust Him. Jesus gives us a
concrete reason NOT to worry.

[ll.  Jesus wentto prepare a place for us. In Him we have eternal life! We
know the end of the story! Victory in Jesus!!

IV.  Allwe need to know about heaven is ... that’s where Jesus is!! Jesus is
just a prayer away. We are never alone, even here on earth. There is
purpose to life and that purpose is to love God and love people!

V. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life ... He is our guide and this is
our guidebook (the Bible)!

VI.  Many can say they taught the truth. But only Jesus can say, “l am the
truth.” No teacher ever embodied the truth like Jesus. Always seek to
know Jesus and you will come to know the truth!

VIl.  You need to exercise your faith, exercise your trust! How are you
going to do that? Please write something down! What will you do this
week to exercise your faith? Do you believe that Jesus is the way, the
truth and the life? Live like it! Live like Jesus is your guide!




