“A Heart That is Completely His”

2 Chronicles 14:1b-6, 11, 15:1-2, 7-8, 12-17, 16:7-10, 12

14:1b Asa (Abijah’s) son succeeded him as king, and in his days the country was at
peace for ten years. 2 Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God.
3 He removed the foreign altars and the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut
down the Asherah poles. 4 He commanded Judah to seek the Lord, the God of their
ancestors, and to obey His laws and commands. 5 He removed the high places and
incense altars in every town in Judah, and the kingdom was at peace under him. 6 He
built up the fortified cities of Judah, since the land was at peace. No one was at war with
him during those years, for the Lord gave him rest.,

VERSE 11 Then Asa called to the Lord his God and said, “Lord, there is no one
like You to help the powerless against the mighty. Help us, Lord our God, for we rely
on You, and in Your name we have come against this vast army. Lord, You are our
God; do not let mere mortals prevail against You.”

15:1 The Spirit of God came on Azariah son of Oded. 2 He went out to meet Asa
and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord is with you
when you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you forsake
Him, He will forsake you.

7 “But as for you, be strong and do not give up for your work will be rewarded.”
8 When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of Oded the prophet, he
took courage. He removed the detestable idols from the whole land of Judah and
Benjamin and from the towns he had captured in the hills of Ephraim. He repaired the
altar of the Lord that was in front of the portico of the Lord’s temple.

12 They entered into a covenant to seek the Lord, the God of their ancestors, with
all their heart and soul. 13 All who would not seek the Lord, the God of Israel, were to
be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman. 14 They took an oath to the
Lord with loud acclamation, with shouting and with trumpets and horns. 15 All Judah
rejoiced about the oath because they had sworn it wholeheartedly. They sought God
eagerly, and He was found by them. So the Lord gave them rest on every side.

16 King Asa also deposed his grandmother Maacah from her position as queen mother,
because she had made a repulsive image for the worship of Ashera. Asa cut it down,
broke it up and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 17 Although he did not remove the high
places form Israel, Asa’s heart was fully committed to the Lord all his life.

16:7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him:
“Because you relied on the king of Aram and not on the Lord your God, the army of the
king of Aram has escaped from your hand. 8 Were not the Cushites and Libyans a




mighty army with great numbers of chariots and horsemen? Yet when you relied on the
Lord, He delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him. You have done a
foolish thing and from now on you will be at war.” 10 Asa was angry with the seer
because of this; he was so enraged that he put him in prison. At the same time Asa
brutally oppressed some of the people.

12 In the thirty-sixth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet.
Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the Lord,
but only from the physicians.

[NOTE 1] About ten years ago I worked through a book with a group of men titled
“Holy Ambition” by Chip Ingram. It is an excellent book and I highly recommend it to
all of you. It really gripped me and inspired this sermon. The book is based on the first
part of verse 9 of chapter 16 in Second Chronicles. The New American Standard Bible
translates it: “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may
strongly support those whose heart is completely His.” The New Living Translation
translates it: “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those
whose hearts are fully committed to Him.” And your pew Bible, in The New
International Version, has it only slightly different: “9 For the eyes of the Lord range
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.”
Doster Community Church, this passage tells me that if WE want God to “strongly
support” or “strengthen” us we need to be sure that our hearts are completely His!

We are starting from an Old Testament passage that tells us the story of King
Asa. [NOTE 2] 1 Kings 15 simply tells us in verses 11-13 that Asa did what was right
in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David had done. He expelled the male shrine
prostitutes from the land and got rid of all the idols his ancestors had made. He even
deposed his grandmother Maakah from her position of queen mother because she had
made a repulsive image for the worship of Asherah.” Sounds pretty good doesn’t he?
Second Chronicles presents Asa as a wonderful godly leader for 35 years and a not so
godly leader for the last 6 years of his reign as king. [NOTE 3]

Our central or main text is 2 Chronicles chapter 16:9. It is kind of disturbing to
read the second part of verse 9. “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to
strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him. Then here is the second part
of verse 9: You (Asa) have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.”
Let me set the stage a little here so you can see the impact of this verse. Asa’s Dad
Abijah died so Asa succeeded his father as King. Asa starts out almost perfectly.
Chapter 14: 2 reads, “Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God.




He removed the foreign altars and the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut
down the Asherah poles. He commanded Judah to seek the Lord, the God of their
ancestors and to obey God’s laws and commands. He removed the high places and
incense altars in every town in Judah, and the kingdom was at peace under him.

When Asa started out his reign as king he was on fire for the Lord. He had a love
for and focus on God that showed in everything he did. God, His word, His temple, His
worship were priorities for Asa. Most of the good kings never bothered with the high
places but when Asa became king of much of Israel as well as Judah, he didn’t stick
with the program. Asa made sure he did all he could do to take away any distractions
from His God and got rid of the high places, the ashera poles, etc. Asa even had his
grandmother deposed as queen mother because she was worshipping Ashera. So Asa
had his focus on God and living God’s way. The land had peace for 10 years. God
promises that if we follow Him and fix our eyes on Him and live His way that He will
be with us always. But nowhere does he promise that we won’t have any problems. In
fact Jesus told His disciples that “in this world you WILL have trouble, ... but take
heart, I have overcome the world.” So Zerah the Cushite marches against Judah and
king Asa. Zerah had a million foot soldiers and over 300 chariots and Judah and
Benjamin had 580,000 foot soldiers. Zerah had almost double the foot soldiers. It’s not
a fair fight. But Asa doesn’t back down. [NOTE 4]

Asa fully relies on the Lord. Asa prays, “Lord there is no one like you to help the
powerless against the mighty. Help us, Lord our God, for we rely on you, and in your
name we have come against this vast army. Lord, You are our God; do not let mere
mortals prevail against You.” Do you pray that way? Do we give our lives and our
problems, our fights, to the Lord the way Asa does here? We should! We should be
praying, “Lord there is no one like You to help Doster Community church which is
powerless against the forces of busyness and apathy in the Doster, Delton, and Plainwell
community. Help us Lord our God, for we rely on You, and in Your name, we come
against satan, the evil one and the forces of busyness and complacency. Lord, You are
our God; do not let mere mortals prevail against You. Make our church’s impact grow!

Asa and Judah were victorious. Despite the odds, God came through and Asa and
his army prevailed. Do you believe that we will be victorious? Can God answer that
prayer? It is God’s will for Doster, Plainwell, and Delton to have a revival! I think if we
pray the prayer with expectancy, God will answer!

So now we come to chapter 15 and the prophet Azariah comes along and
prophecies. He says, “In their distress they turned to the Lord, the God of Israel and
sought Him, and He was found by them ...be strong and do not give up, for your work
will be rewarded.” 1 believe that is what God is saying to those of you who have been




trying to live God’s way. To those of you who are burned out or almost burned out
because you have been seeking God and doing your best to help Doster Church grow.
“Be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.” When Asa heard these
words he took courage. He assembled all of Jerusalem and worshiped the Lord through
sacrifices, through commitment, through loud shouting, with trumpets and horns and all
Judah rejoiced about the oath they had made because they had sworn it
“wholeheartedly”. Verse 17 of chapter 15 reads, “Asa’s heart was fully committed to the
Lord all his life. Verse 19 reads, “There was no more war until the 35™ year of Asa’s
reign.” What happened in the 35™ year?

Now we go back to verse 2 of chapter 15 and read what Azariah the prophet said
at the very beginning: “The Lord is with you when you are with Him. If you seek Him,
He will be found by you, but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” [NOTE 5]

Now watch what happens in chapter 16. Baasha king of Israel went up against
Judah. So Asa prays like before, right? NO, that is what he should have done. But over
25 years or so Asa has gotten complacent and has forgotten his first love. Asa has grown
a little prideful. He thinks to himself, “I’ve got this, I know just what to do.” So he goes
and empties out the Temple treasury and sends it to the king of Aram who was ruling in
Damascus. He makes a treaty and asks this Ben-Hadad guy to break his treaty with
Baasha king of Israel. Ben-Hadad agrees and so the two kings defeat Baasha and Asa
and his men carry away the plunder. But then Hanani the prophet comes to Asa and says
to him: “Because you relied on the king of Aram and not on the Lord your God, the
army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand... when you relied on the Lord,
He delivered your enemies into your hand. For the eyes of the Lord range throughout
the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him. But You,
King Asa, have done a foolish thing and from now on you will be at war.” Now it
makes more sense and has more impact doesn’t it?

Asa doesn’t like what Hanani the prophet says, so he puts him in prison and
brutally oppresses some of the people, presumably sympathizers with what Hanani said.
Then Asa comes down with a disease in his feet, some scholars say that it was likely
gout or gangrene, but even though his disease was severe, even in his illness he does not
seek help from the Lord, but only from the physicians. Isn’t that interesting? Now
please don’t take away from this that we are not to make use of doctors. That is not the
point, even though, in this case, the doctors do him no good. The main point is that Asa
did not rely on God. So Asa was a great king but, like Solomon before him, he didn’t
finish well. [NOTE 6]

People of God it is not how you start that makes a difference, it is how you finish
that counts! Please don’t follow Asa and Solomon’s example! Research shows that only




one out of ten people who start strong in the faith in their twenties are still on track with
Christ at age 65. What makes you think that you will be the one person out of ten that
finishes strong? What makes you think that you won’t be one of the nine who fall short
of the mark? The odds are against you. Most of us let our first love die away and we just
kind of survive, we kind of fizzle out slowly. Is that what you want for your life? It is
certainly not what I want for my life. Finishing strong does not mean finishing
unblemished and it certainly doesn’t mean finishing perfect. Most of God’s best stories
of leaders who finished well, had extremely bad times at one point or another. David
committed adultery and murder, Moses killed a man, Jesus suffered torture and died,
Paul was beaten, stoned twice (and it had nothing to do with marijuana), he was
shipwrecked, imprisoned, beaten with rods, and the list goes on and on.

Doster Community Church we finish strong by fixing our eyes on Jesus and
depending on the power of the Holy Spirit to keep our hearts completely committed
to God. And He will see and come along side you and STRONGLY SUPPORT you!
Now that’s good news! God is omni-present which means that He is everywhere
present. He will respond to faith with proof of His power. Love God and seek His Will.
Pray every day that God in the power of the Holy Spirit will conform your will to be in
line with His. Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. It says it time and time
again in the Bible: “If you love God, Jesus Christ His son, then you will keep His
commands and seek to live His way.” If you seek Him He will be found but if you
forsake Him He will be there waiting with His arms waiting by the grace and mercy and
unconditional love that is now yours because of what God has done for us in the person
of Jesus Christ on the cross. God’s help is triggered by prayer; prayer that admits human
helplessness and lays claim to God’s hearing, caring, and power.

Chapter 16, the last 6 years of Asa’s life is a warning to us; a negative example.
Don’t give in to comfort and busyness. Don’t let the world form you into its mold. It is
ironic that the name Asa means God heals and Asa resorted only to physicians and
refused to ask God’s help in the end. Chapter 16 is a warning: “Let him who thinks he
stands on his own take heed lest he fall.” Chip Ingram writes in chapter one of his book
“Holy Ambition” Once we experience success because we trusted God out of
desperation, we usually go on to do one of two things: 1) we take the success and its
results for granted and become arrogant, or 2) we forget the process God used and settle
into a comfort zone that leaves God in the corner of our lives or off to the side. Survival
tactics gradually replace holy ambition. We get respectable inside Christian circles and
gradually come to resist the idea that faith has anything to do with risk. ... How will you
answer God’s call on your life to be a difference maker while you walk this earth? Are
you going to sit and be comfortable? Or are you going to get on your knees and start




praying for God to give you the strength, courage, boldness, and cahonas to make a
difference, to let God make a difference through you! Pray for revival, pray for
renewal, and the eradication of “burned out” feelings. Pray that God would show you
what has to be thrown out of your life like Asa threw out the idols, high places, and
asherah poles. What are the idols, the high places of your life that distract you from
fixing your eyes on Jesus, God’s Word, and His ways? What is keeping you from
seeking God with all your heart, all of your mind, all of your strength, and all your soul?

People of God if we rely on our own power, this church will not survive! BUT, I
don’t believe that this is one of those churches that just gives up. Maybe some of you
are tired? I know that some of you are retired and didn’t plan on working hard for a
cause in your retirement. Some of you may be uttering the words, “it is time for
someone else to step forward and carry the burden.” But maybe God let you get tired to
remind you that you can’t do it alone. You can accomplish nothing for the kingdom of
God apart from Christ Jesus. We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.
[NOTE 7] Iam remembering a video that Amy watched of Francis Chan talking
about a leadership team meeting where they were working real hard to settle an issue or
work through a problem of some kind and one of the Elders said, “I think we are trying
too hard.” He suggested they turn to the Lord in prayer. And I confess that I find myself
praying, “God, I will do anything to make Doster Church Grow.” I keep thinking do,
do, do. Because that is what I am comfortable with. But God is saying, trust, trust,
trust! Fellow Christ-followers, we need to humble ourselves and pray with open arms
and hands. We need to pray like I did earlier, just like Asa prayed. “Lord there is no
one like You to help Doster church which is powerless against the forces of busyness
and apathy in the Plainwell, Delton and Doster community. Help us Lord our God, for
we rely on You, and in Your name we come against satan and the forces of evil. Lord,
You are our God; do not let mere mortals prevail against You. Give us the courage and
strength to fight against complacency, busyness, and exhaustion and the urge to stay
comfortable ... so we can work alongside you to deepen the impact of Doster Church on
our community and be dangerous to the evil one!

“The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose
hearts are fully committed to Him.” Is your heart fully devoted to Jesus? Let’s pray like
it, let’s act like it, let’s talk like it, let’s live like it. Let’s live like our hearts are fully
devoted to Jesus Christ, committed to live His way, read His Word, be His child. There
is no try, only do. Do or do not! By the power of the Holy Spirit within you may your
heart be fully committed to Him that He might strongly support you and me and Doster
Community Reformed Church.

So what are you going to do about it? Write it down. Let’s pray ... AMEN




Sermon Notes for “A Heart That Is Completely His” based on

2 Chronicles chapters 14-16, given in Doster Church November 16, 2025
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Chip Ingram’s book “Holy Ambition” is based on 2 Chronicles 16:9a. If
we want God to “strongly support and strengthen” us we need to be sure
that are hearts are completely His. We need to have a Whole-Hearted Love
for God!

King Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as his father David
had done.

King Asa was on fire for God, passionate, with eyes fixed on God. Asa had
a Whole-Hearted Love for God. Asa was dangerous to the evil one.

Asa fully relies on God, he prays! Despite the odds, God granted victory to
Asa and Judah.

Asa takes things into his own hands. Asa doesn’t pray but relies on his own
wits and strength. Consequences are that Asa will always be at war.

Will you finish like Asa finished? It’s not a one time, either you have one
type of love or another. We have to keep on keeping on choosing a whole
hearted love for God and not give in to comfort and ease. Are you
dangerous to the evil one?

How do we finish strong?

a. Fix your eyes on Jesus

b. Pray humbly

c. Don’t give in to comfort, busyness, and or apathy (means not caring)

d. Trustin Him and Pray like Asa did (chapter 15)




